JJurinig the past ten months I have performed 24 operations for the cure of so-called " inoperable vesico-vaginal fistula." In all but two cases, the operation has been entirely successful, and of the two failures one at least should be cured by a subsequent operation.
The operation in all cases has been rectal transplantation of the ureters, the details of which, although not new, I propose to review, since repeated operations have served to bring out mail)' little difficulties and unsuspected pitfalls which at present find no place in surgical literature.
Of all the disabilities that women are heiresses to, there is surely none more distressing than a vesico-vaginal fistula, so that anything we may do to ameliorate their unhappy lot will be of inestimable value to womankind. At its conception it is heralded in by puerperal sepsis, sloughing of the vagina and bladder-wall, severe cystitis and a high grade of toxaemia aggravated 'by a septic pyelitis. As the condition becomes chronic, the wretched sufferer finds herself constantly leaking urine of a strongly ammoniacal nature, so that she is not only an offence unto herself but to all her neighbours. The constant uncontrolled flow of urine sets up a chronic excoriation of the perineum, buttocks [June, 1929. and upper parts of the thighs, actual ulceration commonly being present, irritating and painful to a degree. The (4) Retention of urine in the rectum. Many patients are tolerant from the first of urine in the rectum, so that if not passed some hours after the operation, it is advisable to pass a tube and allow it to escape in a bedpan.
Distention of the rectum with urine is to be especially remembered at the second operation, or on opening the rectum, the wound may be soiled by a mixture of urine and faeces.
The appearance of the rectum is very characteristic in such cases, its wall appearing translucent and oedematous. The remedy is to wash out the rectum immediately before the operation and to drain it afterwards.
(5) Accompanying disease of the pelvic organs.
This unfortunately is only too common and is to be expected in this country, especially after pelvic sepsis resulting from a morbid confinement. 
